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Bear Encounter Form  - Bear Management Monitoring, Crystal Basin Recreation Area - UARP, Eldorado National Forest

2018 Results Summary - Compiled by Ethan Koenigs, SMUD

1. Name 2. Description 3. Visitor Activity 4. Group Size 5.  Date/Time of 
Encounter 6. Location

7. Number / 
description of 

bear(s)

8-14 - Description of 
interaction w/ bear 15. Food Present 16.Consumption 

by Bear 17. Property Damage Comments

Tyler H. Visitor Camping - developed 11 6/29/2018 Airport Flat 1 adult brown
Bear standing & investigating 
a vehicle

No No No
No food in vehicle; bear 
ran off when confronted 
with lights.

Gale A. Visitor Camping - Undeveloped 6 6/28/2018 Airport Flat
2 - 1 adult female, 

1 cub
Bear eating food at neigbor's 
camp

Yes - no container Yes yes
Bear consumed contents 
of a cooler - cooler 
damaged.

Elyse C Visitor Camping - undeveloped 11 6/27/2018 Airport Flat 1 large brown adult
bear getting food and beer 
from ice chest 

Yes - no container Yes No
Bear had beer and butter; 
walked off when campers 
made noise.

Doug R Visitor Camping - developed 4 7/9/2019 Airport Flat 1 brown adult
Bear came into camp then 
came back to eat from cooler

Yes - no container Yes Yes

Bear was not detered by 
many people; broke 
window on car and got 
food from cooler; bear 
repeatedly "hissed" at 
visitors.

Brandi M Visitor Camping -developed 15 7/10/2018 Airport Flat 1 large brown Bear got into cooler Yes - no container Yes Yes

This report appears to be 
the same report as Doug 
R (above).  Bear broke 
friend's window and ate 
food from their cooler 
($500).

Dawn & Mike B Visitor Camping - developed 2 8/25/2018 Azalea Cove 1 ?
Bear attempting to get into 
bear-proof container

Yes - in resistant 
container

No No
Food was in Ursack tied to 
table.  Bear quickly left 
when campers yelled.

Noble Visitor Camping -developed 3 8/26/2018 Azalea Cove 1 - large adult brown
Bear attempting to get into 
cooler

Yes - no container No No
Bear ran after dog barked.

Michael E. Visitor Camping - developed 2 6/25/2018 Gerle Creek 1 large brown bear investigating BBQ Food odor only No No
Bear ran off when light 
shined on it.

Jeremiah J. Visitor Other 1 3/25/2018 Gerle Creek 1 - large, dark Bear near road No No No
Bear observed from car 
on Wentworth Springs 
Road.

Mike and Michelle J Visitor Camping - developed 4 7/6/2018 Gerle Creek 1 large brown Bear walking through  camp
Yes - in resistant 
container

No No
Visitor's experience was 
positive.

Andrea and Mark O Visitor Camping - developed 4 7/6/2018 Gerle Creek 1 large brown adult
Bear near camp waiting for 
food

Yes - in resistant 
container

no No
Bear was not detered by 
yelling.

Rob S. Visitor Camping - developed 1 6/28/2018 Gerle Creek 1 large black Bear trying to get in bear box
Yes - in resistant 
container

Yes No
Bear ate food from an ice 
chest.

Kim B. Visitor Camping - developed 7 7/9/2018 Gerle Creek
2 - 1 large brown 
adult, 1 smaller

Bear getting food from ice 
chest in back of pickup

Yes - no container Yes yes

Bears did not leave; 
unafraid of people; ripped 
open ice chest; people 
were frightened and left 
early.

Mark and Sue W Visitor Camping - developed 3 7/8/2018 Gerle Creek  large adult; grey/brow
Bear eating contents of 
cooler

Yes - no container Yes No
Bear not detered; ate 
contents of cooler - chips, 
crackers, cookies, nuts.

Siaosi S Visitor Camping - developed 5 6/26/2018 Gerle Creek 1 Bear ate food out of cooler Yes - no container Yes No
Bear ate mayonaise, 
grapes and avocado; 
visitor did not see it.

Scotty O. Visitor Camping - developed 1 8/24/2018 Ice House 1 - brown
Bear investigating camp; 
tried to get into bear box

Yes - in resistant 
container

No Yes
Bear ran away when 
yelled at.

Traci W Visitor Camping - developed 5 8/22/2018
Ice House Boat 

Launch
1 - huge, black

Bear was eating food from 
inside tent

Yes - no container Yes Yes

Bear tore through tent and 
ripped open food 
containers/ice chest; tent 
and cooler damaged.



Jack & Alice P. Host Camping - developed 5 8/22/2018
Ice House Boat 

Launch
1 - large, black Bear eating food from cooler Yes - no container Yes yes

Same incident as Traci W. 
; bear acted a little 
aggressive; stood when 
confronted and walked 
toward hosts.

Kevin H Visitor Camping - developed 4 8/16/2018 Ice House CG 1 - light colored Bear in camp Yes - no container No No Bear ran off.

Tara P. Visitor Camping - developed 4 8/29/2018 Ice House CG 1 dark brown adult Bear in camp Yes - no container Yes yes
Bear ate bread, cereal and 
marshmallows; damaged 
$20 bin.

Natalia K. Visitor Camping - developed 3 8/14/2018 Ice House CG 1 - black Bear eating food in camp Yes - no container Yes yes

Bear ate watermelon, 
bread and sausage; broke 
coolers; ran when 
campers shined light - 
then came back.

Janet C. Visitor Camping - developed 2 8/23/2018 Ice House CG 1 large, dark brown Bear ripped open food bin Yes - no container Yes Yes
Bear ate salami and chips; 
destroyed bin; ran off with 
food when confronted.

Della A. Host Camping - developed 2 8/14/2018 Ice House CG 1 - young, black Bear eating food from table Yes - no container Yes No
Bear ate sour cream and 
cheese left on table; ran 
off when confronted.

Richard S Visitor Camping - Undeveloped large 7/13/2018 Jones Reckum 1 adult male bear was eating Unknown Unknown No
May have been trash the 
bear was after.

Wyatt W. Visitor Camping - developed 7 7/18/2018 Northshore 1 adult, black Bear ate food from camp Unknown Yes No

Unclear from report where 
food was stored but bear 
ate a variety of items and 
was scared off by 
campers.

Ryder Visitor Camping - developed 7 7/14/2018 northshore 1 adult black Bear ate food from camp Yes - no container Yes No
Bear ate food that was not 
properly stored; was 
scared away by campers.

Unknown Visitor Camping - developed 2 7/19/2018 Northwind 1 Bear investigating garbage Unknown Unknown No Bear observed from RV.

Mark K Visitor Hiking Cross Country 1 1/13/2018 other 1
Bear charged individual then 
ran away

Yes - no container No No

Bear came up behind 
within 200 Yds; hiker hid 
behind rock then bear ran 
off.

Saja C Visitor Camping - developed 2 7/9/2018
Robbs Peak 

Road
2 - mother and cub

viewed while driving down 
road

no no No
Bear ran off.

Alidy T. Visitor Camping - developed 3 8/22/2018
Strawberry 

Point
1 - black Bear investigating camp Food odor only No No

Bear retreated when it 
noticed people.

Lisa H Visitor Camping - developed 1 6/28/2018 Wench Creek 1 Adult, dark brown
Bear trying to open personal 
metal box

Yes - no container Yes No
Bear ate some mayonaise 
and ran off after wood was 
thrown toward it.

Stella & Billy F. Visitor Camping - developed 7 8/15/2019 Wolf Creek 1 - brown
Bear observed near camp/ 
Bear returned later to get 
food

Yes - no container Yes Yes

Bear ate trash that was 
hung on tree/ next night 
bear returned and tore 
through screen tent ($200) 
and ate a variety of food.

Joey M. Visitor Camping - developed 2 7/8/2018 Wrights Lake 1 large adult - blond Bear digging in day use area Unknown Unknown No
Bear ignored visitors; 
positive experience.
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