
Accelerating infill to achieve 
transportation and climate goals

SACOG UPDATE TO SMUD BOARD OF DIRECTORS



2.4M PEOPLE

6 COUNTIES

22 CITIES

RURAL

SUBURBAN

URBAN



Source: CARB 2020 Scoping Plan



ZEV Deployment Strategy

Sacramento Region Zero Carbon 
Transportation Initiatives



The 4 Agency Opportunity

• Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT)

• Replace existing sources with zero-

emission fuels (electricity and hydrogen)

• Invest in under resourced neighborhoods

Improve air quality • Reduce GHG emissions • Abate exposure to toxins • 

Adapt to warming planet • Promote efficient mobility

Total VMT per Weekday in Sacramento Region

4 Agencies and 1 Solution-Focused Strategy 
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Green Means Go Program: Accelerating Infill by 
removing infrastructure barriers



What is Green 
Means Go?

• Accelerate infill 
development

• Meet GHG reduction 
target

• Economic vitality and 
community resiliency

• Brings housing to low 
VMT areas with transit 
service



Built 
Environment





Funding Applications
& Green Zones





Challenges to Infill Development

Cost 
and 
Risk

Water/sewer/ 
electric utility 

upgrades

Construction/ labor 
costs

Transportation 
infrastructure/ 

safety Local opposition/

CEQA

Zoning/parking 
requirements



Green Means Go Funding

Infrastructure Planning activities to get
Green Zone ready

Implementation
activities







Stockton Boulevard
Civic Lab Commercial Corridor

• Old commercial corridor needing comprehensive 
investment to prime for infill development

• Governance challenges: split between Sac City and 
Sac County; multiple special districts

• Award in Early Activation category of Green Means 
Go

• Investment is bringing in more housing in possible 
future higher frequency bus corridor



Former Motel Opportunity Site on Stockton Blvd.



Area Adjacent to Mather Mills Light Rail Station
• Awards in Green Means Go 

Early Activation and Capital category

• Also won statewide HIT grant















Local

• Update zoning codes 
and local ordinances

• Streamline permitting 
process

• Lower or waive impact 
fees

SACOG

• Fund corridor planning

• Fund 
local transportation 
plans and projects in 
 “Green Zones”

• Support for Civic Lab 
smart mobility and 
commercial 
corridor project 
implementation

• 2020 Commercial 
Corridors Task Force

• “Mind the Gap” Housing 
Toolkit

SMUD

• Can SMUD engage with 
SACOG and ready local 
governments to advance 
infrastructure in Green 
Zones?

• Can SMUD align its grant 
strategy to prioritize 
infrastructure upgrades in 
Green Zones?

• Can SMUD prioritize its 
Community Impact Plan in 
areas with Green Zones?

Green Means Go: A Regional Partnership



Other SACOG Initiatives









Youth Leadership Academy



A Call to Action

• Invest in Green Zones/Sustainable Communities alignment

• Invest in the other Green Zones to ensure the ability for our entire 
community to have a livable and sustainable future

• Engage at the November 9th Multi-Agency board meeting
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